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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Case No. 2:19-cv-2279 


Plaintiff, 


V, 


ONE 2007 CHEVROLET TAHOE C1500, : VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR 

VIN 1GNEC13027R108342, WITH ALL : FORFEITURE IN REM 

ATTACHMENTS THEREON, : 


Defendant, 


Plaintiff, United States of America, by its undersigned counsel, alleges the following for 
its action against the defendant in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(4), which 

provides for the forfeiture to the United States of: 

All conveyances, including aircraft, vehicles, or vessels, which are used, or are 
intended for use, to transport, or in any maimer facilitate the transportation, sale, 
receipt, possession, or concealment of. . . [controlled substances]. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

2. The defendant is a tan 2007 Chevrolet Tahoe C1500, VIN 1GNEC13027R108342, 
bearing Ohio Registration HBE2325, with all attachments thereon. Officers with the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol (“OSHP”) and the Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) seized the 
defendant on or about December 12, 2018, following a traffic stop in Columbus, Ohio. On or 
about January 8, 2019, DEA transferred custody of the defendant to the United States Marshals 
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Service’s property custodian where it will remain during the pendency of this action. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn the 
defendant under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(4). This Court has jurisdiction over an action commenced 
by the United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345 and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(a). 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant under 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in the Southern 
District of Ohio. 

5. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts and 
omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in the Southern District of Ohio and under 28 
U.S.C. § 1395 because the defendant was found in the Southern District of Ohio. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. The defendant is subject to forfeiture under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(4) because it was 
used, or intended to be used, to transport or facilitate the transportation, sale, receipt, possession, 
or concealment of a controlled substance, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841 or a conspiracy to commit 
such offense in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846. 

FACTS 

7. On or about May 7, 2018, investigators with the DEA’s Cleveland, Ohio District 
Office learned from a cooperating defendant (“CD”) that he/she previously had purchased 
kilogram quantities of cocaine from two Mexican males and that he/she was selling the cocaine on 
behalf of those males, one of whom the CD later identified as Jaime Renteria (“Renteria”). The 
CD stated that the males used phone number 614-648-3155 to conduct the cocaine business with 
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him/her. 

8. A consent search of the CD’s cellular telephone revealed text messages between 
the 614-648-3155 number and the CD that were consistent with drug trafficking. One such text 
discussed payment for a previously purchased kilogram of cocaine. 

9. On or about May 16,2018, the CD told investigators that the Mexican males, using 
a new telephone number (614-323-2002), contacted him/her to request payment for cocaine that 
the CD previously had received. The investigators obtained an order allowing them to gather 
precision location information for the phone (commonly called a “ping”) and determined that the 
user of614-323-2002 was located in the Columbus, Ohio area. The Cleveland DEA investigators 
provided the phone number and a description of the vehicle used by the Mexican males to the 
DEA’s Columbus, Ohio District Office for further investigation. The vehicle was described as a 
tan Chevrolet Malibu, bearing Ohio registration HKR1794 (“Malibu”), which was registered to a 
business in the Columbus, Ohio area. 

10. The Columbus DEA investigators conducted surveillance based on the ping of 614- 
323-2002 and discovered the Malibu parked in the garage at 4676 Grandover Drive, Columbus, 
Ohio. A database search li nk ed Jaime Renteria with this location. Upon checking the Malibu’s 
registration, DEA Special Agent Lance Jardot learned that the vehicle previously was registered 
to Renteria at the Grandover Drive address. 

11. While conducting surveillance of Renteria, the Columbus DEA investigators 
attempted to follow him as he drove around the Columbus area. Surveillance of Renteria proved 
to be difficult because he drove indirect routes to different locations and made U-tums on main 
roads. Through training and experience, the DEA investigators know that drug traffickers often 
drive in such a manner to determine if they are under surveillance and to thwart law enforcement 
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efforts to follow them with physieal surveillance. 

12. On or about December 12, 2018, investigators established surveillance in the area 
of 3931 Rosette Drive, Grove City, Ohio. The investigators learned that Renteria had moved to 
the Rosette Drive address. 

13. At approximately 7:27 p.m. on or about December 12, 2018, while conducting 
surveillance in the area of Rosette Drive, the DEA investigators saw a tan Chevrolet Tahoe, bearing 
Ohio Registration HBE2325 (“Tahoe”), exit the residence’s garage and leave the area. A check 
of law enforcement databases revealed that the Tahoe was registered to Renteria at the Rosette 
Drive location. As the Tahoe left the area, investigators tried to follow the vehicle but were 
unable to maintain visual contact. 

14. At approximately 8:37 p.m., OSHP Trooper Mike Rucker (“Trooper Rucker”), in a 
marked OSHP cruiser, located the Tahoe traveling eastbound on Morse Road in the Columbus, 
Ohio area. 

15. As Trooper Rucker followed the Tahoe, he observed the Tahoe commit marked 
lane violations and initiated a traffic stop of the Tahoe as it turned left, northbound onto Karl Road 
from Morse Road. The Tahoe stopped for a few seconds and then continued north on Karl Road. 
Trooper Rucker, with lights and sirens on, continued to follow the Tahoe northbound on Karl 
Road. Shortly thereafter, the Tahoe turned right, eastbound on Red Robin Road, traveled about 
100 yards, and then stopped. 

16. Trooper Rucker directed the driver, Renteria, and the passenger, Sotelo Carvajal 
Carranza, to exit the Tahoe. They were taken into custody without incident. No other occupants 
were found in the Tahoe. While clearing the Tahoe, Trooper Rucker noted a strong odor of raw 
marijuana about the vehicle. 
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17. At this time, DEA investigators and additional OSHP officers arrived on the scene. 
Based on their training and experience, the officers know that when police attempt to stop drug 
traffickers, they often will stop their vehicles briefly and then continue traveling to create time and 
space for the purpose of removing evidence (i.e. narcotics and cellular telephones) from their 
vehicles. 

18. DEA Special Agent Nicholas Eichenlaub (“SA Eichenlaub”) and OSHP Trooper 
Michael Wilson (“Trooper Wilson”) walked from where the Tahoe came to a final stop to where 
the traffic stop was initiated. While searching, SA Eichenlaub and Trooper Wilson located a 
clear plastic sandwich bag in a mulch bed near the corner of Karl Road and Red Robin Road. 
Inside the bag was a brown powder, suspected to be heroin, which was pressed into a rectangular 
shape. A second clear plastic bag was inside the bag and contained a white powder, suspected to 
be fentanyl. Nothing else was located. 

19. As a result of the traffic stop, DEA located and seized a cellular telephone, 
approximately $4,008.00 in United States currency, a piece of paper containing several telephone 
numbers, and the Tahoe (the defendant). 

20. On or about December 14,2018,DEAfieldtestedthepressedbrownpowder. The 
field test resulted in a positive reaction for the presence of heroin. 

21. Following the traffic stop, the DEA obtained and executed a federal search and 
seizure warrant (S.D. Ohio Case No. 2;18-mj-897) at the Rosette Drive residence. As a result of 
the search, agents located and seized assorted documents, approximately $60,010.00 in United 
States currency, and a Beretta 9mm firearm. 

22. On February 14, 2019, a federal grand jury sitting in Columbus, Ohio, returned a 
one-count Indictment in Criminal Case No. 2;19-cr-039, charging Renteria and passenger Sotelo 
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Carvajal-Carranza with conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute more than one kilogram of 
heroin, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846. 

23. On May 15, 2019, Renteria entered a plea of guilty to the Indictment before 
Magistrate Judge Norah McCann King. During the hearing, the Statement of Facts, which was 
read in open court and agreed to by Renteria, established that during the brief police pursuit on 
December 12, 2018, Renteria threw a plastic bag containing approximately 100 grams of heroin 
from the vehicle. 

24. On or about March 4, 2019, the DBA received a claim from Renteria asserting an 
interest in the defendant. 

25. Based upon the foregoing facts, the United States asserts that the defendant was 
used, or was intended to be used, to transport, or in any manner facilitate the transportation, sale, 
receipt, possession, or concealment of a controlled substance, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841 or a 
conspiracy to commit such offense in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846, and is therefore subject to 
forfeiture to the United States under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(4). 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff respectfully requests that: 

(a) pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(i), Supplemental Rules, the Clerk issue a warrant of arrest 
in rem, directing the United States to arrest and seize the defendant and to retain the same in its 
custody subject to further order of the Court; 

(b) the Court, pursuant to Rule G(4), Supplemental Rules, direct the United States to 
give notice to all persons and entities having an interest in the defendant to assert, in conformity 
with the law, a statement of any interest they may have, including notice by publication on the 
official government website, www.forfeiture.gov, for 30 consecutive days; 
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(c) the forfeiture of the defendant to the United States be confirmed, enforced, and 
ordered by the Court; 

(d) the Court thereafter order the United States to dispose of the defendant as provided 
by law; and 

(e) the Court award the United States all other relief to which it is entitled, including 
the costs of this action. 


Respectfully submitted, 

BENJAMIN C. CLASSMAN 
United States Attorney 

s/Deborah D. Grimes _ 

DEBORAH D. GRIMES (0078698) 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

221 East Eourth Street, Suite 400 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

(513) 684-3711 /Eax (513) 684-6385 

Deborah. Grimes@usdoj .gov 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Lance E. Jardot, hereby verify and declare under the penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration, that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in 
the complaint are true to my own knowledge, except those matters stated to be alleged on 
information and belief and as to those matters, I believe them to be true. 

The sourees of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the official 
files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law enforcement 
officers, and my investigation of this case. 

I hereby verify and declare under the penalty of peijury that the foregoing is true and 

correct. 


Qs/so/ion 

Date 



LANCE E. JARDOT, Special Agent 
Drug Enforeement Administration 
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